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They had all one characteristic in common, bitter hatred between
the different factions of the same party, whether Catalans,
Monarchists or Republicans, a faithful reflection of the domestic
enmities they brought with them. The mortal feuds between the
Anarchists, Communists, Socialists and Democrats, collectively
called the Frente Popular during the Civil War, were reminiscent
of the defenders of the Temple at Jerusalem, who formed them-
selves into three groups on the three different storeys of this
veritable fortress to meet Titus' attack. Then they began to
exterminate each other instead, thus giving the world an example
of stupidity from which the British alone seem to have profited;
for, appalled by the internal conflicts in the country during the
Middle Ages, they have since then done everything possible to
avoid civil war, bloody or not.
When the Catalan political refugees reached France the world
was still in the period of illusionary security initiated by the
Locarno treaty. This did not make the " liberal " Government
formed from the " Left cartel" forget its " international duty "
of upholding the Spanish Monarchist Government, as repre-
sentative of " order " against the Catalan " anarchists ". There
was no need at that time to have recourse to the international
conventions set up at Geneva to deal with " political crime ", by
real irony of fate at Laval's request, after the assassination of
Alexander of ^Yugoslavia. The Spanish Government had then
merely to invite the Government of " peace in Europe " som-
nolently to agree that the pacification of Europe should hold
prior place above the sacrosanct ideal of the right of asylum.
It was in this same spirit that Thiers had asked the European
Governments to " surrender the Commune criminals to him ",
arguing that such people, driven by their political convictions
to crime, lost the privilege attached to political opponents and
could only be regarded as ordinary criminals.
Yet whenever the reactionaries committed terrible atrocities
during periods of " White Terror " excuses were soon found and
easily accepted by an order-worshipping bourgeoisie. Jules
Simon thus found an excuse for the cruel treatment meted out
after the fall of the Commune. Brogan1 showed a clear under-
standing of this point when he wrote: "-It was a pity, as Jules
Simon was later to admit, that there were excesses, but * men
who see their blood shed, who have advanced over the bodies
01 their comrades, cannot be merciful! ' "
By this same argument it was always possible to justify the
1 The Development of Modern France,   page 73.;